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WRIT 201 College Writing II: Rhetoric and the Contemporary Essay
*prerequisite C or better in 101 or direct placement into WRIT 201
Instructor: Alina Cohen
Office: LA 216
Phone: 406-243-5231 (main number for the English Department)
Office Hours: T/R, 12:30-1:30PM
Email: alina.cohen@umontana.edu
Classroom: LA 105
Meeting days/time: T/R, 11AM-12:20PM
“Rhetoric is the faculty of discovering, in a given instance, the available means of persuasion.” Aristotle
“Rhetoric is language at play—language plus. It is what persuades and cajoles, inspires and bamboozles,
thrills and misdirects. It causes criminals to be convicted, and then frees those criminals on appeal. It causes
governments to rise and fall, best men to be ever after shunned by their friends’ brides, and perfectly sensible
adults to march with steady purpose toward machine guns…It is made of ringing truths and vital declarations.
It is a way in which our shared assumptions and understandings are applied to new situations, and the
language of history is channeled, revitalized, and given fresh power in each successive age.” Sam Leith
“An essay may adventitiously uncover an idea, a truth, that only the act of writing could have propelled,
because that idea or that truth did not exist before writing uncovered it—because, contrary to a foundational
law of physics, something can indeed come from nothing, and the act of writing itself can ultimately generate
as persuasive an idea as one that is born from research, from fieldwork, or from a well-formulated thesis. The
struggle with the ineffable is what gives birth to the very best that can be thought and said.” André Aciman
Course Description
Think back to the idea of “kairos”—the occasion for a piece of writing— from WRIT 101. In this course,
we’ll take a look at the “best” essays published in the last calendar year and consider why these pieces are
receiving so much appreciation today. We’ll also ask how they use rhetoric to justify themselves. Rhetoric
transcends the the personal narrative, the critical review, and the argumentative essay. We’ll look at how it
functions in each supplemental piece we read, with an eye towards our own writing. What can we “steal” from
these contemporary authors, that we’d like to use ourselves?
By the end of the course, you’ll have new tools to write with more grace, persuasion, and sense of timeliness.
Respect
It is imperative that you treat your peers with as much respect as you expect from them. I expect this course
to be a supportive and respectful environment where everyone feels comfortable speaking without fear of
being put down or embarrassed. If you fail to respect your classmates your grade will be affected.
In this course we will be discussing socially debated and, sometimes, conflict-laden issues. We will work as a
class to create an environment that allows each member to share their ideas. This does not mean we have to
agree with other’s perspectives. Part of your educational experience is learning that you will disagree,

sometimes radically, with people and that honest discussion is a way to learn to respect and value those
disagreements.
Required Course Texts:
· College Writing II: Rhetoric and American Cultures (available at the UM bookstore only)
· The Best American Essays 2020, edited by André Aciman (please purchase on your own)
General Class Expectations:
· All reading assignments will be completed by the assigned date.
· All writing assignments must be turned in on time.
· All major assignments must be typed. Please use 12 point Times New Roman font,
double-space, and 1 inch margins on all sides.
· All homework must be typed.
· Attend class.
· Actively, vocally, and appropriately participate in class discussions.
· Any individual assignments (including requests for conferences) will be completed by the
assigned date.
WRIT 201 is an Intermediate Writing Course. The university learning outcomes include:
● Formulate and express opinions and ideas in writing
● Use writing to learn and synthesize new concepts
● Compose written documents that are appropriate for a given audience or purpose
● Revise written work based on constructive feedback
● Find, evaluate, and use information effectively
● Begin to use discipline-specific writing conventions
● Demonstrate appropriate English language usage
WRIT 201 Required Elements
I encourage you to talk with me at any time to better understand my comments or to discuss your overall
progress and success in the class.
Grading — you must earn a C- in this class to be awarded credit
· Major Assignment 1: 15% (pre-revision)
· Major Assignment 2: 15% (pre-revision)
· Journals:
10% (full credit only for completing all seven; submit six and get a zero)
· Revision:
25% (you will revise ONE of the two major assignments)
· Participation:
35% (Attendance, being on time for class, in-class participation,
contributions to peer workshop and small group work, informal weekly assignments, freewriting
assignments, presentations, chapter responses etc.)
**you must turn in your portfolio and complete all major essays by their deadlines in order to receive credit
for this course.**

Students enrolled in WRIT 201 are graded by the traditional letter grade A, B, C, D, F or are given NC for no
credit. The NC grade does not affect grade point average. It is reserved for students who have worked
unusually hard, attended class regularly and completed all assignments, but whose skills are not at a passing
level at the end of the semester.
Major Assignments
Expect to write two major essays and one major revision over the course of the semester, in addition to other
short writing assignments in and out of class.
●

●

Major Assignment #1: Rhetorical Analysis: Analyze the use of language and rhetorical appeals in an
essay published within the last five years, arguing whether or not these appeals are persuasive for the
piece’s intended audience. Students may choose to compare and contrast the use of rhetorical
language between two texts.
○ This essay must be 7-9 pages long.
○ Appropriate sources: a peer reviewed journal or anything cited within the Best American
Essays volume (look at pages 279-293). You may use one (or two) of the essays we read in
class.
○ You must be able to note (implicitly or explicitly) why this essay is relevant now, in 2021.
○ Your essay must feature a thesis statement which makes a particular argument about the
essay or essays. For example: Using XYZ strategies, Alameddine makes an incisive argument
that XYZ... OR Cusk and Alameddine approach the personal essay in two divergent
manners. While Cusk XYZ, Alameddine XYZ. Alameddine’s proves more effective, as XYZ
...
○ You must identify a specific, intended audience for the essay, implicitly or explicitly.
○ In your body paragraphs, you must perform a close reading and analysis. Write about the
rhetorical strategies while citing the text itself (in quotation marks, of course).
○ You may bring in outside sources. Sources about what makes an effective essay, or a critical
review in general, may be helpful here. You may cite the textbook as well.
○ I advise you to select an essay about which you feel strongly, whether positively or negatively.
Major Assignment #2: For the second major assignment, students may choose from the prompts
below or design their own essay prompt, subject to instructor approval.
o Persuasive Research Essay: Identify a particularly pressing current topic (CQ Researcher is
good for this, showing what topics are trending), formulate a research question, and then do
extensive research on this topic. Using that research, write an essay that attempts to persuade
a skeptical or resistant audience using the rhetorical strategies studied during the semester.
● You must use five outside sources and cite them accurately. You must have
a Works Cited page in MLA format. One of these sources must be an
interview.
● You must develop a thesis.
● You must note who the target audience for your piece is, implicitly or
explicitly.
o Persuasive Personal Essay: Tell me a true story about yourself using the rhetorical strategies
studied during the semester to persuade the audience through the lens of a significant
personal experience.

●

●

Given the structure of peer reviews, you must write about something you’d
feel comfortable sharing in class. Note that if you write about a topic on
which I’d be mandated to report, I will have to report it.
I would strongly advise you to adapt the structure of one of the essays we
read this semester, from Best American Essays. Rabih Alameddine’s
fractured structure might be helpful here, or Peter Schjeldahl’s immediate
introduction of “kairos,” or Rachel Cusk’s meandering, meditative journey.

Both assignments will be between seven and nine pages, totaling sixteen written pages per
student between the two assignments. Students must complete all major assignments and revisions
to pass the class. All assignments must be submitted in Times New Roman 12-point font, double
spaced, and with one inch margins.

Journals
Over the course of the semester, you will complete seven journals designed to allow you to reflect on rhetoric
and the writing process, and more. These journals will be assigned and submitted via Moodle. Each journal
should be at least one page double-spaced. Journals are graded only by participation and completion; students
must complete all seven journals to receive credit. Complete seven journals and receive 100 percent; complete
six journals and receive a zero. I will respond to Journal #2 and Journal #4, which are your assignment
proposals.
Chapter Responses
After reading each chapter, I am asking you to submit, via Moodle, a word document responding to these two
questions: 1. What was most interesting to you in the chapter and/or what was your greatest takeaway? 2.
What remaining questions, or “muddiest points,” do you have about the chapter?
Revision
You will revise one Major Assignment toward the end of the semester. You will revise based on peer and
instructor comments. I will evaluate the revision on clarity, order, good writing conventions, an understanding
of the concepts introduced in this class, and the use of rhetorical appeals.
****ALL WORK (EXCEPT THE FINAL REVISION) IS DUE BY 11:00AM, THE START OF CLASS,
ON THE DUE DATE. THE FINAL REVISION IS DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON 12/9.****
Participation
You will arrive at class on time, contribute to discussions, respond to the chapters, and complete informal
assignments. You will ask thoughtful questions, offer your peers feedback during peer reviews, and come to
class prepared. Please see the “participation grade descriptors” for more information.
Attendance
Students who are registered for a course but do not attend the first two class meetings may be required to
drop the course. This is university policy and the reasoning behind it is that important groundwork for the
semester is put in place in the first few class meetings. Students without that foundational framework are
better served by taking the course when they can give it the attention it deserves. This rule allows for early

identification of class vacancies to permit other students to add classes. Students must drop the course
through CyberBear to avoid receiving a failing grade.
More than two absences from a TR class will compromise your grade. 5 or more absences from a TR class
will result in a failing grade. Here’s the breakdown.
3rdabsence: final grade drops one letter grade (for example, A drops to B)
4thabsence: final grade drops two letter grades (for example, A drops to C)
5thabsence: final grade is an F
Here’s the reasoning behind the attendance policy. Without attending class, you cannot perform your role as a
student involved in learning, planning, inventing, drafting; discussing reading and writing; learning and
practicing rhetorical moves and concepts; or collaborating with your instructor and classmates. Personal
situations inevitably arise that make it impossible for you to make it to class. Remember, however, that’s why a
few absences are allowed; please reserve those for emergencies.
Students are expected to attend all class meetings and complete all assignments for courses in which they are
enrolled. I will excuse absences for reasons of illness, religious observance, cultural or ceremonial events,
military service, public service (such as jury duty), or participation in a University sponsored activity only
when students provide appropriate documentation. (University sponsored activities include ASUM service,
music or drama performances, and intercollegiate athletics.) Students who know they will be absent should
contact me in advance. In the event that an absence is excused, the student must make up any
required activity and/or work that took place on the day of the absence. Failure to complete
activities/work conducted on days when a student was absent will result in a grade deduction.
Students in the National Guard or Reserves are permitted excused absences due to military training. Students
must submit their military training schedule to their instructor at the beginning of the semester. Students must
also make arrangements with the instructor to make up course work for missed days due to military service.
Cultural or ceremonial leave allows excused absences for cultural, religious, and ceremonial purposes to meet
the student’s customs and traditions or to participate in related activities. To receive an authorized absence for
a cultural, religious or ceremonial event the student or their advisor (proxy) must submit a formal written
request to the instructor. This must include a brief description (with inclusive dates) of the cultural event or
ceremony and the importance of the student’s attendance or participation. Authorization for the absence is
subject to approval by the instructor. Appeals may be made to the Chair, Dean or Provost. The excused
absence or leave may not exceed five academic calendar days (not including weekends or holidays). Students
remain responsible for completion or make-up of assignments as defined in the syllabus, at the discretion of
the instructor.
If you must miss class, you are responsible for obtaining any handouts or assignments for the class. Make sure
you talk with me in advance if you are worried about meeting a deadline or missing a class.
Participation. Participation includes coming to class prepared and on time, taking part in class discussions,
asking questions, contributing your knowledge and insights in whatever form is appropriate, and striving to
make all your contributions excellent. It also includes doing the required reading and writing for each class.

Note: Please come to class on time. Lateness will hurt your grade because it is an unnecessary interruption
and because latecomers are likely to miss valuable information. Please see Participation Grade Descriptorsfor
more information.
Late Work.
Your work needs to be typed, printed, and in class with you to be considered "on time".
¬ Late or handwritten homework does not receive credit.
¬ Late formal essays/major assignments will not receive revision comments and will receive a grade
deduction.
¬ You are always welcome to complete assignments early if you will be missing class.
Academic Conduct. You must abide by the rules for academic conduct described in the Student Conduct
Code. If you have any questions about when and how to avoid academic dishonesty, particularly plagiarism,
please review the Conduct Code and talk with your instructor. The Council of Writing Program
Administrators describes plagiarism as follows: “plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone
else’s language, ideas or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source.”
Academic honesty is highly valued in the University community and acts of plagiarism will not be tolerated.
Plagiarism Policy.If I suspect that something a student has written has been plagiarized, in full or in part,
intentionally or unintentionally, I take the following actions:
- I alert the student of areas of the text thatare suspicious
- the student receives no credit on the paper, pending failure, and it is up to him/her to prove
that he/she turned in original work
- each student is asked to provide me with hard copies of the research she/he used in writing
the paper
- if the student cannot provide documentation of her/his research, the student will fail the
paper
*these measures are also put into action when a paper is poorly cited. When a student brings his/her research
to me I use the time to talk with them about citation and make sure that they understand how and when to
cite in the future.
In the case that the student is unable to provide evidence of his/her original work, or in the case that I have
evidence that the student has intentionally plagiarized his/her work:
- the student will automatically fail the given assignment
- the student may fail the course unless, at my discretion, I offer alternative assignments and/or
conditions
- I may pursue a plagiarism citation unless, at my discretion, I offer alternative assignments
and/or conditions
- the student may receive alternate assignments, etc. to avoid failure. In this instance, all
conditions must be met. I need to see evidence of excellent work and effort, and work must be
completed on time.

- all other previously established conditions in the class (i.e. attendance, participation,
homework grades, etc.) still stand and can still cause a student to fail the course
- in the case of blatant or egregious offenses, I will not negotiate against course failure and will
pursue a University Citation of Plagiarism

Students with Disabilities
Qualified students with disabilities will receive appropriate accommodations in this course. Please speak with
me privately after class or in my office. Please be prepared to provide a letter from your DSS Coordinator.
DSS at UM encourages “…students to request modifications early in the semester. Students are also advised
by Disability Services to make an appointment with the instructor in advance…Retroactive modification
requests do not have to be honored.” https://www.umt.edu/dss/Faculty/Frequently_Asked_Questions.php
Participation in University Assessment (UPWA)
This course requires an electronic submission of an assignment stripped of your personal information to be
used for educational research and assessment of the writing program. Your papers will be stored in a
database. This assessment in no way affects either your grade or your progression at the university.
The Writing and Public Speaking Center
The Writing and Public Speaking Center provides one-on-one tutoring to students at all levels and at any time
in the writing process. Visit now. Visit often. We’re ready when you are. www.umt.edu/writingcenter.

---------------------------------

Portfolio Grade Descriptors for WRIT 201
A Superior portfolios will demonstrate initiative and rhetorical sophistication that go beyond the
requirements. A portfolio at this level is composed of well-edited texts representing different writing
situations and genres that consistently show a clear, connected sense of audience, purpose and development.
The writer is able to analyze his or her own writing, reflect on it, and revise accordingly. The portfolio takes
risks that work.
B Strong portfolios meet their rhetorical goals in terms of purpose, genre, and writing situation without need
for further major revisions of purpose, evidence, audience, or style/ mechanics. The writer is able to reflect
on his or her own writing and make some choices about revision. The writer takes risks, although they may
not all be successful.
C Consistent portfolios meet the basic requirements, yet the writing would benefit from further revisions of
purpose, evidence, audience, or writing style/mechanics (or some combination) and a stronger understanding
of rhetorical decision-making involved in different writing situations and genres. The writer composes across
tasks at varying levels of success with some superficial revision. The writer has taken some risks in writing and
exhibits some style.

D Weak portfolios do not fully meet the basic evaluative standards. Most texts are brief and underdeveloped.
These texts show a composing process that is not yet elaborated or reflective of rhetorical understanding
related to composing in different genres and for a range of writing situations. Texts generally require extensive
revisions to purpose, development, audience, and/ or style and mechanics.
F Unacceptable portfolios exhibit pervasive problems with purpose, development, audience, or style/
mechanics that interfere with meaning and readers’ understanding. Unacceptable portfolios are often
incomplete. A portfolio will also earn an F if it does not represent the writer’s original work.

Participation Grade Descriptors for WRIT 201
A Superior participation shows initiative and excellence in written and verbal work. The student helps to
create more effective discussions and workshops through his/her verbal, electronic, and written contributions.
Reading and writing assignments are always completed on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or
conferences, suggestions to group members are tactful, thorough, specific, and often provide other student
writers with a new perspective or insight.
B Strong participation demonstrates active engagement in written and verbal work. The student plays an
active role in the classroom but does not always add new insight to the discussion at hand. Reading and
writing assignments are always completed on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or conferences,
suggestions to group members are tactful, specific, and helpful.
C Satisfactory participation demonstrates consistent, satisfactory written and verbal work. Overall, the
student is prepared for class, completes assigned readings and writings, and contributes to small group
workshops and large class discussions. Reading and writing assignments are completed on time. In workshop
or conferences, suggestions to group members are tactful and prompt, but could benefit from more attentive
reading and/or specific detail when giving comments.
D Weak participation demonstrates inconsistent written and verbal work. The student may be late to class,
unprepared for class, and may contribute infrequently or unproductively to classroom discussions or small
group workshops. Reading and writing assignments are not turned in or are insufficient. In workshops or
conferences, suggestions to group members may be missing, disrespectful, or far too brief and general to be
of help.
F Unacceptable participation shows ineffectual written and verbal work. The student may be excessively late
to class, regularly unprepared, and not able to contribute to classroom discussions or small group workshops.
This student may be disruptive in class. Reading and writing assignments are regularly not turned in or are
insufficient. In workshops or conferences, the student has a pattern of missing, being completely unprepared,
or being disruptive.

Course Schedule and Assignments

All assignments and readings are subject to change as the semester develops. Please regularly check
Moodle and your university email for the most up to date information. Note that there will be
supplemental essays on Moodle—you don’t need to read them if they are not on the syllabus, and I
haven’t told you that they’re assigned. But if you are interested, please go for it! Read widely!
Week 1
8/31 (T)
Welcome and Introductions
9/2 (R)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 1
Writing Due: Chapter responses
Week 2
9/7 (T)
Reading Due: How Crying on TikTok Sells Books (Harris, Moodle M), How to Bartend
(Alameddine, Best American Essays BAE), Introduction (BAE)
Writing Due: Journal #1
9/9 (R)
Reading Due: Ghost Museum (Bego, BAE) Driving as Metaphor (Cusk, BAE), As Not Seen on TV
(Wells, M)
Week 3
9/14 (T)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 2, The Humanoid Stain (Ehrenreich, BAE)
Writing Due: Chapter responses, Journal #2: MAJOR ASSIGNMENT 1 PROPOSAL
9/16 (R)
NONE. WELLNESS CENTER PRESENTATION
Week 4
9/21 (T)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 3, The Anxiety of Influencers (Swanson, M)
Writing Due: Chapter responses
9/23 (R)
Reading Due: After the Three-Moon Era (Fincke, BAE), Cosmic Latte (Huett, BAE)
Week 5
9/28 (T)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 4
Writing Due: Chapter responses
9/30 (R)

Reading Due: A Street Full of Splendid Strangers (Jamison, BAE), A Letter to Robinson Crusoe
(Kincaid, BAE)
Writing Due: Journal #3
Week 6
10/5 (T)
Writing Due: Major Assignment 1 Draft
Be ready to peer review.
10/7 (R)
NO CLASS—INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES
Week 7
10/12 (T)
Reading Due: NONE
Writing Due: Major Assignment 1
10/14 (R)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 5, Was Shakespeare a Woman? (Winkler, BAE)
Writing Due: Chapter responses
Week 8
10/19 (T)
Reading Due: Body Language (Marzano-Lesnevich, BAE), A Thing About Cancer (Crockett Peters,
BAE)
10/21 (R)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 6, The Other Leopold (Rogers, BAE), Maly Trostinets (Koerner,
BAE)
Writing Due: Chapter responses, Journal #4: ASSIGNMENT 2 PROPOSAL
Week 9
10/26 (T)
Reading Due: To Grieve is to Carry Another Time (Salesses, BAE), 77 Sunset Me (Schjeldahl, BAE)
Writing Due: Journal #5
10/28 (R)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 7, Under the Sign of Susan (Scott, BAE)
Writing Due: Chapter responses
Week 10
11/2 (T)
NO CLASS—ELECTION DAY! GO VOTE!
11/4 (R)
Writing Due: Major Assignment 2 Draft
Be ready to peer review.

Week 11
11/9 (T)
Writing Due: Major Assignment 2
11/11 (R)
NO CLASS—VETERANS DAY
Week 12
11/16 (T)
Reading Due: Semantic Drift (Shriver, BAE), Ode al Vento Occidentale (Sullivan, BAE)
Writing Due: Journal #6
11/18 (R)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 8, Holiday Review (Sundeen, BAE)
Writing Due: Chapter responses
Week 13
11/23 (T)
Reading Due: My Pink Lake and Other Digressions (Townsend, BAE), Bed (Ulin, BAE), Breathe
(Walker, BAE)
Writing Due: Journal #7
11/25 (R)
NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING
Week 14
11/30 (T)
Reading Due: Textbook chapter 9, Textbook chapter 10
Writing Due: Chapter responses
12/2 (R)
Reading Due: The Unfound Door (Watts, BAE), Soul-Error (Weinstein, BAE)
Week 15
12/7 (T)
Writing due: Revision drafts
Be ready to peer review.
12/9 (R)
LAST DAY OF CLASS—REVISION DUE BY MIDNIGHT

